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The 20st ISHAM Venue: RAI Convention Center  

 

After all the news about the ISHAM Congress you might wonder where we 

will be. The venue is the Amsterdam RAI Convention Center, located at the 

southern part of the city. A bit difficult to show you a nice picture because it 

is not particularly beautiful – but isn’t that the case with all congress centers 

worldwide? It has a very Dutch name: RAI means ‘Bicycle and Car Industry’ 

(Rijwiel en Automobiel Industrie). The center dates back to 1893, when 

bicycles were a novelty and a privilege for the rich and wealthy. The current 

complex was opened in 1961, and has experienced several renovations and 

expansions since then. The latest expansion will be a huge hotel looking like  

a pile of big boxes – which will however not yet be finished when we will be there. 

 

Normally the center accommodates big automobile shows, medical conferences with >10,000 people, 

and that sort of things. For our congress we will certainly occupy only a small part of the center. We will 

take care that our rooms are located in a cluster, so that you don’t need to spend half your precious 

congress time running from one session to the next. 

The center is very easy to reach from the airport. The railway station at Schiphol is just 50 meters behind 

any of the exits, you can’t miss it. Go down to platform 3, and a ‘Sprinter’ train will take you to station 

Amsterdam RAI in just 10 minutes. Note that the final destination of this train is not Amsterdam Central, 

but some other city like Almere or Amersfoort. All stops including Amsterdam Zuid and Amsterdam RAI 

are indicated on the platforms and in the trains, take a short look before you enter the train. The RAI 

station is small, get off in left direction and walk along the construction works for the hotel; in a few 

minutes you will see the center. Thus: airport – RAI takes a quarter and costs only 3 €. No need to take 

expensive taxi’s. 

 



 

Our congress starts just a few weeks too early to make use of the new Metro-line, which runs from RAI 

directly to the city center. Pity, the line will be opened end of July. But never mind, you will have your free 

transport card, you can take any bus, tram, or another metro line, and within half an hour you are in 

historical Amsterdam, where all the excitement is. We will include some easy-do information about trams 

and subways in your congress bag. 

 

 

 


