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ANIMALS  

Amsterdam is a city with built on the water. Almost 1300 bridges are needed to cross the 165 canals of 

the city centre. The time that this water was a stinking open sewer is already 100 years past. Today, the 

water around Amsterdam is crystal clear. Despite the fact that every year 8000 bicycles are recovered 

from the canals, the water quality is so good that our popular Queen Maxima was prepared to join a 2 km 

charity swim in the city centre. Perhaps Maxima would have hesitated a bit when she would have known 

what was happening below her feet. A gamut of slimy and creepy animals is invading the city: many fish, 

frogs, crabs and lobsters are reaching epidemic proportions. But there are also cute animals, such as the 

beautiful grebe that has become quite common in the canals, and even the bright blue kingfisher has 

been spotted. Although at this moment queens still are more common in the city centre than kingfishers. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Some animals have amazing abilities to adapt to city life. If you go for a herring sandwich at the market, 

you may have a one-meter high heron standing right next to you, waiting for the clumsy tourist to drop 

part of his delicious fish. There is even a pigeon that lives in one of Amsterdam’s suburbs and takes the 

metro to go to its job at the city’s central square, and in the evening takes the same metro back home 

again. This is no joke: see for yourself! https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DDy8zf337FI. 

Despite the Atlantic climate of The Netherlands, you may spot 

numerous loud and colourful parrots everywhere in Amsterdam 

parks. Parrots? Is this another result of climate change? 

Probably not. Most likely this parakeet – because that’s what it 

is – escaped from a zoo or an aviary somewhere in the sixties 

of the previous century, and found good life and no natural 

enemies in parks and villages of Northwestern Europe. 

Climate change already poses problems for a low country like 

The Netherlands, but it also has some positive effect. Wine 

production has become quite common, despite our relatively 

grey skies and regular rain. Even north of Amsterdam there are vineyards making excellent wine. A bit 

more expensive than wines from the south, because it is more difficult to reach sufficient quality, but 

nevertheless quite drinkable. Most restaurants want to be fancy and don’t serve Dutch wine, but as a 

souvenir from a liquor store it can be recommended.  

 

 


